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Course Overview, o - an - _ i

Introduction and
Requirements
Issues:

- Expectations and
what it takes to
succeed.

- Discussion of how
you can get the
most out of reading
academic articles,
and what you
should look for.

- Discussion of how
to write a good
academic paper.
Do’s and Don’ts.

- What are the roles
of research?

- Discussion of
ethical issues in
research.
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5] Being Interesting o - m - - i}

and Creative:
Theory Discovery,
Hypothesis
Generation and
Research
Contribution
Issues:

- How can one be
Creative?

- How can one
generate interesting
research questions
and hypotheses?

- What are
considered “good
research questions
and hypotheses”?
- How is knowledge
created/discovered?
- What are barriers
blocking theory
discovery and
academicians’
continuous
knowledge
development?

- How do make
more research more
publishable and of
greater
contribution?
Assignments:

Try two methods in
the readings to

identify your two
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most interesting
accounting
phenomena and
how to generate
hypotheses. Prepare
to

discuss.

Domain and Focus
of Accounting
Research

Issues:

- How have the
domain and focus
of accounting
research changed
over time?

- What seem to be
important research
trends and agenda?
- What are
problems and
opportunities of
accounting
research?

- What are key
research streams in
accounting?

- How does one
classify research in
one area?
Assignments:

®. Prepare to

discuss articles and
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the above
discussion
. Make a five-

minute presentation
of what has been
studied about your
two interesting
accounting
phenomena. Pose
new research
questions that have
not been studied

before.

& Theory, Science, 0 . n - . -
and Research
Process

Issues: - What is
theory and its
function?

- What is science
and its role? Why
should a discipline
strive to be a
science?

- What is considered
a good theory?

- How does the
inductive research
process differ from
the deductive
process?

- What are key
theories explaining
accounting
phenomena? What
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do they explain?
Assignments:

®. Prepare to
discuss the above
questions.

. Find two very
useful theories
developed or used
in accounting
research. Make a
five-minute
presentation on
their main thesis,
components and

limitations/criticism.

Provide a few
recent examples of
studies using such
theories.

Readings:

®. Theory and
Reality: An
Introduction to the
Philosophy of
Science by Peter
Godfrey-Smith

. The Structure of
Scientific
Revolutions by
Thomas S. Khun

en. The Road since
Structure by
Thomas S. Khun

&. The Logic of
Scientific Discovery
by Karl Popper
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&. Conjectures and
Refutations: The
Growth of Scientific
Knowledge by

Karl Popper

o. Epistemology:
Contemporary
Readings by Michael
Huemer

& Essence of e - 0 - - )
Conceptualization
and Explanation
Issues:

- What are elements
of
conceptualization?
- What are
concepts,
constructs,
variables,
operational
definitions and
measurement?

- What are
independent,
dependent,
moderating, and
mediating variables?
- How does one
conceptualize an
interesting theory?

- How does one
make systematic
explanation of real
world

phenomenon?
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- How can a

researcher explain
causality?
Assignments:

®. Discuss all the
questions above.

. Conduct a
literature search for
research and
theories that may
explain one of your
interesting
phenomena. Explain
how your idea fits in
the existing
literature. State and
discuss research
questions. Identify
relevant concepts,
their definitions and
new hypotheses
that have not been
studied. Make a @o-
minute presentation

© Literature Review o - on - - B,
and Knowledge
Creation

Issues:

- What is an
integrative literature
review process?

- What distinguish
excellent from poor

review?

Assignments:
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®. Prepare to
discuss the criteria
for assessing a good
literature review
and the articles.

©. Find out: @) do’s
and don’ts about
literature review,
and b) the best
computer program
form indexing and
organizing your
literature for
comprehensive

exams and research

o Philosophy of o - o - - -
Science Overview
Issues:

- What are
alternative
philosophies of
sciences?

- Who are
philosophers in
each “camp”?

- How are the
similar or different?
- When is a certain
philosophy more
appropriate for
accounting
research?
Readings:

®. Philosophy of
Science:
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Contemporary

Readings by Yuri
Balashov and Alex
Rosenberg

©. Philosophy of
Science: A Very
Short Introduction
by Samir Okasha
en. Philosophy of
Science: The
Century Issues by
Martin Curd and J.
A. Cover
Assignments:

®. Prepare and
present comparing
four specific
philosophies (two
from each “camp”)
on six aspects: @)
goal, ) nature of
truth, )
relationships
between the
researcher and
subject matter, @
research method, &)
research question,
and

o) nature of
research outcome-
knowledge
generated.
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I Philosophy of on - on - - -

Science and
Research Methods
Issues:

- How does
philosophy of
science dictate
research
methodology?

- How have specific
research methods
been applied to
accounting?
Readings:

®. Philosophy of
Science:
Contemporary
Readings by Yuri
Balashov and Alex
Rosenberg

. Philosophy of
Science: A Very
Short Introduction
by Samir Okasha
. Philosophy of
Science: The
Century Issues by
Martin Curd and J.
A.

Cover
Assignments:

®. Based on your
phenomenon of
interest, what
philosophy of
science will be
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adopted for
studying it? Relate
your proposed
study to the o
aspects from last
week. The, address
how the adopted
philosophy will
affect your research
method? Prepare to
present and discuss

Stages of the
Research Process
Issues:

- Discussion of
problem definition
and the research
proposal.

- Discussion of
exploratory research
and qualitative
research.

- How does the
secondary data fit in
the research?

- Clear picture of
the research
process.
Assignments:

®. Discuss the
above questions.

©. Prepare for a e&-
minute presentation
of you classification

paper.
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®0 Research Methods o - n i} - _

for Collecting
Primary Data
Issues:

- Discussion of
usefulness of survey
research and
methods of
communication with
respondents.

- How to use
observation
methods.

- What is
experimental
research? How do
we conduct it?
What factors do we
need to concerned
with?
Assignments:

®. Discuss the
above questions.

[oYo) Measurement o - n - - i,
Concepts

Issues: - Discussion
of measurement
and scaling
concepts

- Discussion of
attitude
measurement

- How to design
questionnaire.




uAs. &

dUn9i

U4 =
#IVD/3188LB8A

AMUIUTILUS
ANULEUNITEDU

AUIUBILUS
VG RPRER

usseny | U{uRnng

usseny | Ujuanis

Ay
LANGNY
(%)

WAANA (¥IN
ANULANAY
AU od%)

Assignments:

®. Discuss the
above questions.

©. Prepare for a o&-
minute presentation
of you integrative
review paper.

o

Sampling and
Fieldwork
Issues:

- Sample designs
and sampling
procedures.

- Determination of
sample size

- Fieldwork
Assignments:

®. Discuss the
above questions.

@

Cross-Cultural
Research Issues
Issues:

- What are key
cultural concepts
used in accounting
research and their
definitions?

- What are
problems and
contributions of
cross-cultural
research?

- What are
methodological
concerns related to
conducting research
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cross- culturally?
- How have
accounting
researchers

assessed used
cultures in their
studies?
Assignments:

®. Discuss the
above questions.

o< Preparation and n . 0 - . i
Suggestions for a
Conceptual Paper
Assignments:

®. Come to see me
and discuss final
version. Also adjust
it for

presentation.

. Prepare all
documents (paper
and presentation of
a conceptual
paper)

o& Presentation of a n - n - - }
Conceptual Paper
Assignments:

®. Prepare a mo-
minute presentation of
you conceptual paper
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